THE WORD

from St. Andrew’s

November 2022

The Bishop’s Visit
Bishop Hunn visited us for two days last week, and already he has a WONDERFUL video about us
on his Facebook “Weekly Update”, including a conversation with Ron Malone, director of Assurance
Home, and footage of his road-bike ride with Fr. Maurice.
https://www.facebook.com/bishopmichaelhunn/
videos/5879937975398762/
Check it out! (you don’t have to belong to Facebook:
just follow the link. If you do belong to Facebook, just
“search” for Bishop Michael Hunn.)
While he was with us, the Bishop met with the Vestry
and the Search committee, and officiated at a service
of Evensong (a bit rougher around the edges than the
last Evensong he attended, at Canterbury Cathedral!)
followed by a Q & A in the Parish Hall.
He spent most of his time listening, but he also spoke of some of the challenges the Diocese has
faced in the four years he has been our Bishop. In the first three years, they responded to a fiscal
crisis by cutting the Diocesan Budget by 25 percent, and selling the Bosque Center (where the Diocesan offices were located, along with a hospitality operation) and beginning to share office space
with the Cathedral. These somewhat drastic measures enabled us to get our diocesan spending
under control, without raising the Fair Share allotment from the parishes. And we began paying our
full assessment to the wider church, for the first time in forty years.
He also addressed our search for a new Rector, but did not have a great deal of hopeful news to
share. Bishop Hunn served as a diocesan transition officer for many years, a job that in our diocese is handled by the Canon to the Ordinary, Lee Curtis. The Bishop reports that “old hands” at
transition ministries have never seen a situation like the current one. In the aftermath of Covid, a lot
of priests have retired, or decided not to move from their current positions, so the pool of available
candidates is the smallest it has been in decades. Transition officers hold periodic meetings where
they “trade priests like baseball players”. Past meetings might see 140 candidates for 100 positions. Now there are ten open positions for every priest who is looking. Big East-coast parishes that
might expect 20-30 applicants consider themselves lucky to get two or three. It’s a tribute to Canon
Lee’s networking that all seven searching congregations in the Rio Grande got one or two candidates. Only one congregation called a priest, so the search goes on.
In the Rio Grande, we are focusing on supporting vocations, and raising up deacons and
priests locally. But that will take time, and we will have to soldier on, being faithful to our lay ministries, and giving thanks for Father Geldert.

The Bishop and Fr. Maurice on the road.
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Senior Warden Sez…
The Bishop came! And went.
We had him here for two days and he gave of
himself in a very generous way. Many questions were put to him and many were
answered. I am hopeful that, as a result of
these queries, a smoother line of communication will evolve between our people, El Paso,
and the Diocesan of ces. I am well aware of
the demands placed upon Canon Curtis, Ms.
Mary Jewell, and her staff.
Thanks to the following who responded to Father Geldert’s call for a Saturday spruce up of
good ol’ Saint Andrews. The following made
their presence known:

Phone: 505-881-0636
Priest-in-Charge
Rev. Maurice Geldert
Email: Rector

Almeda LeBarre
Kyler, Almeda’s tall grandson (who did what heavy
lifting was required)

Staff
575-622-1353
church@standewsroswell.net
Church Secretary:
Administrative Asst:
Sexton:

Teresa Patton
Janet Macaluso
Ernie Meda

Kay Threlkeld
Charmaine Martin

Officers
Senior Warden

Duane Evans

Junior Warden

Vacant

Treasurer

Jerry O’Dette

Charmaine Martin

Clerk

Teresa Patton

Sue Evans, and
the Senior-Junior Warden.
A thorough cleaning was administered to EVERY room
and passageway of our beautiful* old church.

Vestry
Duane Evans
Cory Butler
Candy McClelland
Kay Threlkeld
Twyla Robb
Richard Altans
Charmaine Martin
Nick McClelland
Earl Pittman

Editor of The Word
Charmaine Martin

Shelly Currier

575-622-1353
The Word

You will notice that new faces and voices are taking an
active part in our Sunday worship. Members of the congregation are coming forward to read the lessons and
lead the Psalm. In addition, there are a multitude of new
ushers assisting with us on each Sunday. Say hello to all
these people, and say “thank you.” I will continue to recruit readers and ushers. If you feel this spirit move in
you, please see me…
“When it rains, look for rainbows. When it’s dark, look for
stars. When it itches, get it checked.” - Unknown
*Most beautiful, in the eyes of many

Choirmaster
John Fuss

575-622-1353
choirmaster

More thanks…
Thanks to Sue Evans for recruiting cookies and punch for
the Q & A after Evensong, and to all who answered the
call. Delicious!
Thanks also to Shelly Currier for providing the Hallowe’en decorations for the Parish Hall (and for hauling
them away for Andy’s breakfast the next Saturday, and
for putting them back in time for Sunday Coffee Hour.)
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Aaron Burkett, Earl Pittman, Craig Lysak, Manuel Linares, Jeremiah Bryant, Laura Read, Nancy Hartwick,
Janet Macaluso, John Fuss, Cyndy Collins, Andrew Patton, Rebecca & Rick, Mary Ritter, Burnitta McClung,
Bruce Currier, Mike Brazie, Billie Weber, Karen & Pat Hendricks, Lorinda & Royce, Jeanelle McGuire, Andy
Morehouse, Kelli, Stu Shanor, Carol Anne, Marilyn Manatt, Gary & Enid Smith, Michelle, Ann Wonders,
Isabel Castillo, Lisa Huff, Molly Pittman, Dwight & Anne Crowder, Julie Deaton, Betty, Kim C. Doug Morris, Maddy, Abby K & family, Martin Kelley, Victoria Cobb, Pat Wiberg, Andrew W., Matthew, David
Smith, Breanna Hickey, Rachel, Amanda Olivo, Sevie Bates, Florence Carr, Beth Rogers, Jeannine Byron,
Marisa, Lew Hightower, Clayton Thompson, Bill & Meredith Patton, Annette Mader, Julian Linares, Raymond Linares, Jennifer Linares, Jean Hooper, Cassie, Gary Larson, Sandi Olivo, Fern Simpson, Anna K,
• Our Home-bound: Lynn Waggoner, Alice Smith, Cory Woodbury
Ministries of St. Andrew’s, Fr. Maurice, the Vestry, and the Foundation; Layreaders, Ushers, the
Choir, and Altar Guild, Office Crew Teresa and Janet, and our Sexton Ernie
• Outreach ministries: Wings for L.I.F.E, Andy’s Community Breakfast, Needle Arts ministry; Four Paws
Pet Pantry, Starting Line, Community Kitchen
The Diocese of the Rio Grande, Bishop Michael Hunn, Canon Lee Curtis
For Camp Stoney, the DRG Youth Council, and Br. Angel Roque, Youth Missioner
For Diocesan Councils, Committees, Commissions, Borderlands Ministries
For the SE Deanery, Fr. Rod Hurst, Dean
• RCC Inmates & Officers; Guards & Teachers; CCDC inmates & staff;
Those who are sick and those who care for them;
Those who Mourn
All those in the Armed Forces serving in the US and on foreign soil and their families; for First
Responders, keeping us safe
The People of Ukraine, and all who are fighting tyranny and oppression
Refugees, and those providing help for them
• Victims of fires, floods, storms, and other disasters falling disproportionally on the poorest,
and all who seek to relieve and support them.
• For the unemployed and the homeless; for the needy and hungry, for the will and means to help them
For the unloved and those who have no one to pray for them;
For our leaders in the city, state, and nation: wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties
For peace, and for those who threaten it, turning the hearts of those who would harm others

For all the saints on earth and saints at rest
A prayer for the Calling of a Priest
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we thank you for the many blessings bestowed upon our parish family as we join in worship and fellowship. Through
the power of the Holy Spirit, please provide a priest of your choosing who has
a strong commitment to our Lord and the teachings of the Gospel and will
faithfully guide, strengthen, inspire, and grow our parish family so we can do
Your work in helping those in our community desperately in need of the
knowledge and love of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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St. Andrew’s Day
November 30th
In honor of our Patron Saint, we’ll be celebrating in slightly Scottish fashion. (St. Andrew is also Scotland’s patron Saint.) Since
we’re already having Wednesday Supper that
night, we’ll just swap out the menu for a
Scottish favorite:

11/2 - Dwight Crowder
11/3 - Vickie Cobb
Jamie Henderson
11/8 - Mike Cobb
11/12 - Cory Woodbury
11/13 - Tracey Noriega
11/14 - James McClelland
11/15 - Kathleen Pittman
11/16 - Xayden Smith
11/19 - Tami Smith

Haggis!
NO, WE WON’T! But
we will have another
Scottish
favorite,
Shepherd’s Pie, and
“the uncontested king
of Scottish desserts”,
Cranachan, a berry
and whipped cream
pudding. (we’ll make
it
family-friendly,
omitting the traditional “wee dram” - it’ll
still be good.)
One way to celebrate St. Andrew’s day is to
throw a Ceilidh (pronounced kay-lee) which is a
party with Celtic music, dancing and storytelling. Perhaps one day, we can have a Celtic
band, but for this year, we’ll rely on CDs. (and
maybe a yarn or two will be spun.)
As always, $5 per plate, with a most
UN-Scottish 10% discount for wearing plaid!

11/21 - Cindy Norman
11/22 - Gary Smith
11/24 - Matt Fuss
11/26 - Candy Ezzell
Christa Kelley
Selah Husby

The deadline for the December Word is
November 25th.
Send anything you would like to share to
Charmaine Martin.
The Word
Would you come help fold? Dec 1st 9:30 am

Wednesday Night Church Supper
Join us Wednesday evenings at 5 pm in the
Parish Hall for supper and fellowship.
For $5 per plate, you don’t have to cook!
Upcoming menus:
11/2: Chili
11/9: American Indian Stew
11/16: Chicken Enchilada Soup
11/23: Break for Thanksgiving
11/30: St. Andrew’s Day Shepherd’s Pie
Clean-up crews are always welcome, since the
cooks have to hurry to Choir Practice, and if
you’d like to make a dessert, please call Sissy
Mayne to sign up.
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Around St. Andrew’s
Andy’s Breakfast!
Saturday, November 26, 2022
Andy’s Breakfast’s return to sitdown service is a great success.
Wonderful to see guests and volunteers mingling in the Parish Hall.
We can always use help with the
clean up. Please call Greg Anderson to find out how you can help. Or just show
up in the Parish Hall at 9:30 for clean-up crew.

Donations ALWAYS Needed !!!
Monetary donations are also welcome.
Be sure to note in the memo line:
Andy's Breakfast Supplies
Andy’s Place also tries to provide simple toiletry
items, and we are out of almost everything. Please help with donations of sunscreen,
tooth brushes & small tooth paste, small deodorant, razors, small shampoo & conditioner, hand
soap & sanitizer, facial tissue, and socks for men
& women.
With the days getting shorter, and the nights
colder, we’d like to have some warm gloves,
hats, coats and blankets available too.
There is a basket in the Narthex for these items
or you can drop them by the office.
To help in the kitchen, call Greg
Anderson,
575-420-1300. To help with the other distributions, call Carol Anne Linson, 575-420-5814

Daughters of the King
November 18th
Church Office

2pm

Needle Arts Ministry
You may have noticed there are new ribbon bookmarks in
the Hymnals. You can thank Needle Arts for this useful
object. Now that we are using Hymnals again instead of
printing the hymns in the bulletin, you can mark the day’s
hymns before the service starts, and flip right to them as we
sing.
Another project is make mini prayer quilts. This can be given or even mailed to anyone who needs a little lift. Each
quilt has a small cross attached, comes with a printed prayer, and can fit in a pocket. If you’d lik one, for yourself or to
give a friend, call the office.
And of course, Needle Arts continues to
take 6 flannel receiving blankets and 6x
tiny knitted hats to the Maternity ward at
each hospital, every month.
Debbie Smith keeps her eye out for precious flannel, cuts it
to size and makes kits for finishing. All we need to do is put
a hem around the edges. Won’t you take a kit or three to
finish? (Love to shop in crafts stores? If you see cute flannel in a cute, baby print, snap it up for Needle Art. It only
takes a yard.)
Needle Arts will meet on Tuesday, November 8th at 10:00
in the Parish Hall.

Please Call Debbie Smith to help with this
FOUR PAWS PET PANTRY
Pet Food Distribution
Wednesday, November 16
3:30 to 5:30 at the 5th Street
Entrance
*******
Bagging starts at 2:30.
Please Come and Help!

Your gifts of pet food make it possible!
The pantry is BARE!
Please bring Dog (and Cat) Food to
the Church Office
Or you can make a monetary donation,
payable to St. Andrew’s, with “Pet Pantry” on the memo line.
If you prefer you may order the Pet
food from

Chewy.com
They deliver!!

Gallon Size Ziploc Bags also needed
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All Saints Day is November 1st, and is one of the
major Holy Days of the Church Year.
We will be marking the day on Sunday, Nov 6th.
The Children’s Choir will be adding their voices to
all the saints on earth and in heaven, as we sing
to the Lord.

The Altar Flowers Sign Up Book for 2023 will be
available the first Sunday in December in the
Narthex and for all Sundays after that until all
slots are filled. During the week you can call
Teresa in the office and she can reserve a Sunday for you. Cost is $35.00 per arrangement.
Reminder cards will be sent about a month before
your date. We appreciate your support in enhancing our Sunday service with beautiful flower arrangements.
- St. Andrew's Altar Guild

At St. Andrew’s we customarily recall those dear
to us who have passed. We print in the bulletin
the names of parishioners who have died in the
preceding year, and invite members to place their
own loved ones on the list, regardless of how long
we have been separated by death. Call or email
the of ce to add your loved ones to the list.

The arrangements are lovingly prepared by our
own Jacqui Craig, of Apple Blossom Flower
Shop. Not only are they beautiful, they last a long
time as well. If you come to supper on Wednesday, you may see last Sunday’s flowers as the
Centerpiece. Give Jacqui a call if you would like
something particular for the Altar Flowers you
give, or if you need flowers for another occasion.

Those who came early on Monday night for Advent Festival
practice were lucky enough to
hear Karen on the organ, preparing for Wednesday’s Evensong.
(It sounded great!)
However,
Tuesday, when she came in Picture by Vecteezy
again, something happened: an
electrical problem silenced the great organ. Frantic calls to electricians the next day went unanswered, so Karen had to quickly prepare to accompany Evensong on the piano. Thank you,
Karen, for going the extra mile, and to Ernie for
working the phones. (An electrician was able to
come on Hallowe’en and quickly fix the problem)

Nursery care is available during the Sunday service!
The room is located in the
Education wing, off the Parish Hall, and all
children ages 6 and under are welcome.

Volunteers needed:
The Nursery needs helpers. Kate McClelland
cannot always be there, and the number of children is growing all the time. Please call Kate, or
Candy McClelland if you would like to help with
the children on Sunday morning.

Children’s Choir is practicing eve-

ry Sunday, after the service and meet until 11:45
a.m We have 8 children so far, and there’s lots of
room for more.
Besides learning music, the Choir children are
learning about the Church, and about God, and
the love of God. This month, they have been
learning about Saints, and will share their learning, in music, on All Saints Sunday, November 6th.
Open to ALL kids, age 4 to 5th grade, and they
don’t have to be members of St Andrew’s.
Bring your friends!

“Breaking” News

The Advent Festival is BACK!
To be held in the church on Dec 11th, at 2:00 p.m.
with singers and musician from all over.
There are costs involved: if you
would like to make a donation,
note “Advent Festival” in the
memo of your check to St. Andrew’s.
Rehearsals are on-going every
Monday night, in the Parish Hall at
6:pm. Afterward, some singers
go, and some stay and are joined
by others, as they prepare for the
Roswell Symphony Orchestra’s Christmas Concert, to
be held December 18th at 2:30 pm.

Choir Practice is every Wednesday at 6:00 pm
Come for supper at 5:00. Stay to Sing!
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The Angel Tree

Community Kitchen

(Part 12 of a series on Lay
Ministries)

Serving Lunch from 11:00 to 12:15

St. Andrew’s is going to participate in Angel Tree again this
year! Soon you see a Christmas tree in the Narthex, decorated with tags shaped like
angels. Each tag has the
name of a child, and a suggested gift. Each child
has two tags: one for clothing gifts, and one for
toys. You will be invited to take a tag, or two, and
shop for the child’s gifts. You will be asked to bring
the wrapped gifts, with the tags attached, back to
the church office, to be taken to the children’s
homes by our volunteers.
Some of you have asked “Who are these children?”
The names come from Prison Ministries. This organization brings the Gospel to mothers and fathers
who are incarcerated in prison. They are still parents even though they are separated from their
families. These parents love their children, and
want them to know that they are thinking of them at
Christmas. It is the parents who suggest the gifts
they think their child would like, the gifts they long to
give them in person.
Prison Ministries sends the children’s names, and
the contact information for their caregivers, to
churches and other organizations, so those children
will have a Christmas present. For some of these
kids, this may be all the Christmas they have. Most
importantly, they will know their parents are thinking
of them and loving them.
Once again, Sara Armstrong and Candy McClelland
are organizing the Angel Tree, and note:
“We hope you will be able to help. If
you are not able to get out to the
store, just let us know and we will
work something out! Thank you for
brightening these children’s lives.”
Call Sara (626-0485) or Candy (420-2006) for more
information.
“I believe it is especially a privilege to be the
Church in uncertain times. It is the greatest gift
to face challenges which surpass our ability and
understanding, for it is only then that we learn
what it really means to trust God.”
-Rt. Rev Andre Dietsche,
Bishop of New York

Monday through Friday
Sack Lunches on Saturdays and Sundays
If you are interested in helping out at the Community
Kitchen please call Judith White or Ronnie Whitaker and
let them know:
Judith 575-622-5064
Ronnie 575-622-3849

Women of St. Andrew’s
The Women’s group will meet Monday,
November 14th in the Parish Hall to
make mini-ornament for gifting at
Andy’s breakfast. These ornaments will
be fitted out to use as decorations, or
as pins. Come at 9:30 for fellowship;
the meeting will commence at 10 am.

UTO
As always, the Women of the DRG will be gathering our offerings to the UTO at the Diocesan
Convention (Nov 11-12.)
At St. Andrew’s, we will gather our United
Thank Offerings in the Offertory on Sunday,
Nov 6th.
What’s it all about?
Since 1889, Episcopal
Church Women have been dropping coins in
UTO blue boxes as a daily offering of thanks to
God. These offerings are gathered from the
whole church, and used to support the mission
of the church here and abroad.
Never have change handy? Keep a blue box as
a daily reminder, and write a check for the Ingathering. (Payable to St. Andrew’s, with UTO
in the memo line.)
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l Discipline

As we prepare for Thanksgiving, here are some thoughts from a Canadian Anglican...
Canadians celebrate Thanksgiving in October with a long weekend. It includes a delicious meal
shared with loved ones and opportunities to spend time outdoors enjoying the colourful autumn leaves
as they mark the changing of the seasons. For artists, like me, this time of year is glorious proof that
God is the best artist.
Although the Thanksgiving holiday draws our attention to giving
thanks, I am finding that my solitary daily practice of gratitude is a
powerful spiritual discipline and an ongoing focus for giving thanks
throughout the year. Every day, I do my own version of the Examen.
The Daily Examen is a technique of prayerful reflection on the
events of the day in order to detect God’s presence adapted from a
technique described by Ignatius Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises.
My version of the Examine begins most days when I get into my car
in the morning to drive to work. The first thing I do is open myself to
be more aware of God’s presence. I say thanks to God for being the
most constant and loving presence in my life and for everything I
have received.
Then I review with gratitude my awareness of God’s presence
working through me during the previous day as well as looking at
those times when I was not aware. And finally, I ask the Holy Spirit
to work through me during the day helping me to see clearly and
as much as possible through compassionate eyes. At night, I thank
God and ask for a restful sleep in preparation for the next day.

Questions for
Reflection
What are the blessings you
have received recently?
How do you see yourself
cultivating a discipline of
gratitude?
How does your perspective
change when you view life
through the lens of gratitude?

Through my experience with the Examen, I am discovering that gratitude is a spiritual discipline that I
can’t live without, and I have become more aware that at the heart of it is generosity. God the giver
blesses me with gifts for which I
am thankful and which I, in turn, can share. By practicing the spiritual discipline of gratitude, yearround, all of us can participate in a continuous flow of love from God moving through us to others.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Jane Scanlon, Diocesan Stewardship Development Officer
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Excuses, Excuses
by Charles Currier
Our last article ended while Moses was speaking to the burning bush. G-d told Moses that
Moses must lead the Israelites, in Egypt, out
of slavery to a land filled with milk and honey.
Moses asked, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children
of Israel out of Egypt?” The response by G-d
does not meet the question but implies that Gd knows Moses’s fears. G-d replied, “I will certainly be with you”. Similar words were spoken
to comfort Jacob when G-d said, “Behold, I am
with you and will keep you”. Genesis 28:15.
Moses is still reluctant. He asked what name
he should tell the Israelites if they ask who
sent him. The answer, in English, is, “I AM
WHO I AM”. The Hebrew words are “AyehAsher-Ayeh”, which can mean, I am who I am,
I am what I am, I will be who I will be, and I
will be what I will be. *
“I AM WHO I AM” forms the tetragrammaton in
Hebrew, “YHVH” or “YHWH”, which is used
throughout scriptures. In English, it is generally printed as “LORD”, all in caps. It also is the
basis for the word, “Jehovah”, which is the
Latinized version of the tetragrammaton. In
early Hebrew, vowels were not included in
writing, so the exact pronunciation of YHVH is
uncertain.
Rather than give the Israelites a theological
lesson, the LORD told Moses to tell the people
that He is the G-d of their fathers, the G-d of
Abraham, the G-d of Isaac, and the G-d of Jacob.
Moses, still not persuaded, asked, “But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my
voice; suppose they say, ‘The LORD has not
appeared to you.’” The LORD said to him,
“What is that in your hand?” Moses said, “A
rod.” The LORD caused the rod to become a
snake, and then to return to the form of a rod.

repeatedly tried to come up with excuses not
to do what the LORD had called him to do.
How ordinary.
The LORD lost patience with Moses and told
him that his older brother, Aaron, would speak
to the Israelites for him. Moses relented, took
his rod and headed back to Egypt to join his
brother. Moses also took his wife and 2 sons.
The LORD told Moses that He would harden
Pharaoh’s heart, even in the face of the marvels that the LORD will perform through Moses, so that Pharaoh will not let the Israelites
go. Many have argued that perhaps Pharaoh
was not evil because the LORD controlled
Pharaoh’s will. Not so, say the sages. They
contend that the LORD merely allowed Pharaoh’s free will to rule – to not let the Israelites
go – even when presented with miraculous
signs and plagues. A confession that is coerced, is not a confession of the free will. The
signs and plagues were probably for the instruction of the Israelites and their heritage.
The LORD told Moses that Israel is His firstborn son and that when Pharaoh refuses to let
Israel go, Pharoah will lose his first-born son.
Moses was instructed to say those words to
Pharaoh, but Moses delayed, perhaps for fear
it would cost him his own life.
On the way to
Egypt, there is a
strange encounter
between the LORD,
Moses,
Zipporah
and one of their
sons. The text says
that the LORD met
them and that He
sought to kill him.
“Him” is not defined. We’ll discuss
that encounter in
the next article.

Many sermons have been preached about
equipping the called, based on these few
words.
Several other signs were given to Moses so he
could convince the Israelites that G-d sent
him, but Moses frets that he is not eloquent
and is “Slow of speech”. Jewish folklore says
that Moses had a speech defect because a hot
coal was placed in his mouth as a baby to
keep him from crying. It’s not clear exactly
how that would work, but it is folklore. Maybe
Moses was just continuing to try to find excuses. Abraham bargained with G-d, Jacob physically wrestled with the LORD and now Moses

*See “The Rational Bible, Exodus, God, Slavery and
Freedom” by Dennis Prager, Regnery Faith, 2018 ,
from which many points have been lifted in these
articles. Mr. Prager is a columnist, an author and
founder of Prager University. He is also a radio
commentator and a frequent debate opponent of
atheists. He was raised as an orthodox Jew and attended Yeshiva (Hebrew school) in New York,
taught Russian and Jewish history at Brooklyn College and has conducted symphonies.
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From the Calendar of Saints...
CONSECRATION OF SAMUEL
SEABURY
BISHOP (14 NOV 1784)
(BESTOWAL OF THE AMERICAN EPISCOPATE)

A crucial date for members of the Episcopal
Church in the United States of America is the
consecration of the first Bishop of the Anglican Communion in the United States. During
the colonial era, there had been no Anglican
bishops in the New World; and persons seeking to be ordained as clergy had had to travel
to England for the purpose. After the achievement of American independence, it was important for the Church in the United States to
have its own bishops, and an assembly of
Connecticut clergy chose Samuel Seabury to
go to England and there seek to be consecrated as a bishop.
However, the English bishops were forbidden
by law to consecrate anyone who would not
take an oath of allegiance to the British
Crown. He accordingly turned to the Episcopal Church of Scotland. When the Roman
Catholic king James II was deposed in 1688,
some of the Anglican clergy (including some
who had been imprisoned by James for defying him on religious issues) said that, having
sworn allegiance to James as King, they could
not during his lifetime swear allegiance to the
new monarchs William and Mary. Those who
took this position were known as non-Jurors
(non-swearers), and they included almost all
the bishops and clergy of the Episcopal
Church in Scotland. Accordingly, the monarchs and Parliament declared that thenceforth the official church in Scotland should be
the Presbyterian Church. The Episcopal
Church of Scotland thereafter had no recognition by the government, and for some time
operated under serious legal disablities. However, since it had no connection with the government, it was free to consecrate Seabury
without government permission, and it did.
This is why you see a Cross of St. Andrew on
the Episcopal Church flag.

In Aberdeen,
14 November
1784, Samuel
Seabury was
consecrated to
the Episcopate
by the Bishop
and the Bishop Coadjutor
of Aberdeen
and the Bishop of Ross and
Caithness. He
thus became part of the unbroken chain of
bishops that links the Church today with the
Church of the Apostles.
In return, he promised them that he would
do his best to persuade the American Church
to use as its Prayer of Consecration (blessing
of the bread and wine at the Lord's Supper)
the Scottish prayer, taken largely unchanged
from the 1549 Prayer Book, rather than the
much shorter one in use in England. The
aforesaid prayer, adopted by the American
Church with a few modifications, has been
widely regarded as one of the greatest treasures of the Church in this country. (Prayer
Book: pp 334-336)
by James Kiefer

The Cross of St. Andrew (Patron Saint
of Scotland) is the X shaped cross
made up of white crosses in the canton
of the flag.
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Communion of the Saints
This issue of the Word is full of Saints, which is appropriate for the season of All Saints Day. The Saints’ profiles
we run month by month come from a website devoted to “The Church Triumphant” (which is simply the name we
give to all Christians who have died, and now praise God in Heaven.) For Satucket, it is specifically, those Saint
we commemorate in the Episcopal Calendar of Saints.
http://satucket.com/lectionary/Calendar.htm
Most of the profiles were written by James Kiefer, a layman who was well versed and very interested in church
matters (now himself a member of the Church Triumphant.) He sent out a “Saint of the Day” email to members of
an early email list. Satucket.com gathered them, along with profiles of Saints added to the calendar since Kiefer
passed away in 2015. One of the many things I love about his work is his tendency to go off on tangents. In one
profile of St. Jude, he addressed the idea of “praying to the saints.” After first clarifying that originally to “pray”
meant simply to “ask”, and so we don’t worship the saints when we pray: we just ask for their help. Here’s Mr.
Kiefer:
Doubtless, you want to hear my personal opinion on this business of invocation of saints. Since you insist....
Undoubtedly asking one's fellow Christians in heaven for their prayers is something that can be abused. It can
readily degenerate into the notion that getting what you want from God is a matter of knowing what channels to go
through, what strings to pull. One ends up thinking of heaven as a place like the seat of a corrupt government
(whether Washington or Versailles), where favors are traded and deals are made by influence peddlers. But the
fact that something can be abused does not mean that we ought to give up its proper use. And surely one of the
most valuable truths of the Christian faith is that God's love for us moves us to love in return, not only God but
also one another, so that every Christian is a mirror in which the light of Christ is reflected to every other Christian. The Scriptures seem to show that God delights in giving us gifts through others when He could just as easily
have given them directly. When Paul on the road to Damascus asks, "Lord, what will you have me do?" God does
not tell him, but sends Ananias to tell him instead (Acts 9:1-19). When the centurion Cornelius is praying, God
sends an angel to speak to him, but the angel does not preach the Gospel to him. It tells him to send for a man
called Peter, and Peter comes and preaches the Gospel to him (Acts 10). God wants us to owe our spiritual wellbeing, not just to Him, but also to one another. Hence He has told us to pray for one another. Nor is the bond of
Christian love broken by death. The martyrs under the altar in John's vision (Rev 6:9) pray for the church on earth.
Even the Rich Man in Hell, in Jesus' parable, intercedes for his five brothers on earth. Are we to suppose that the
saved are less compassionate than the damned?
Is this an important part of my faith, you ask. Well, it is certainly an important doctrine that Jesus said: "A new
commandment I give you, that you love one another as I have loved you." To feel myself surrounded by the love
of God and of my fellow Christians, living and dead, is important. To love in return, by praying for my fellow
Christians as well as for my own concerns, is important. It is not for nothing that Jesus taught us to pray: "Give US
OUR daily bread, and forgive US OUR sins." Do I spend a significant fraction of my prayer time asking various
Christians now in heaven for their prayers. No, just as I do not spend a lot of time asking my fellow Christians
here on earth for their prayers. But I do ask for, and value, the prayers of my fellow Christians, living and dead;
and I delight in the knowledge that when I praise God, my voice is part of a great chorus of praise in which angels,
glorified and perfected saints, saints still on their pilgrimage, and even (in ways befitting their natures) beasts,
plants, and inanimate objects join together. "Let all things praise the LORD." Amen.
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Another Saint to be celebrated:
(shared by Shelly Currier)

Samuel Schereschewsky
The reading in the Forward Day by Day meditation for October 14th
included the name Samuel Schereschewsky for the Lesser Feast Day. I
am not sure what inspired me to look up the name, but my cell phone
was handy, so I checked. I was fascinated by what I learned about
Bishop Samuel Schereschewsky’s life and what he accomplished. I
will highlight a brief history and encourage those reading to look further into this man’s story.
Samuel Schereschewsky was born in 1831 to Jewish parents in
Tauroggen, Lithuania. He was orphaned as a young child and was
raised by a half-brother. It had been his family’s intention that he become a rabbi. It was during his attendance at a rabbinical school that he was given a copy of the New Testament, in Hebrew, by a group
promoting Christianity among Jews. The study convinced him that Jesus was the Messiah prophesized in
the Old Testament.
In 1854, Samuel emigrated to New York City, where he connected with Messianic Jews but did not enter
the church until 1855, when he was baptized. After more than two years, he participated in several Christian faiths until he entered the Episcopal Church and the General Theological Seminary. Before completing
his study, he offered himself to work in China. In 1859, the Foreign Committee voted that he be appointed
missionary to China as soon as he was ordained deacon in 1859.
In October 1860, he was ordained an Episcopal Priest in Shanghai by Bishop Boone. By 1861, Samuel
Schereschewsky had begun his Bible translations into Chinese. The first was of the Psalms into
the Shanghai dialect. He later translated the Book of Common Prayer into Mandarin, with English
missionary John Shaw Burdon.
Samuel returned to the United States for health reasons in 1875. In 1877 he accepted the call to be the
Bishop of Shanghai, after receiving assurances of financial support for his dream of building a college to
educate Chinese in Shanghai. Samuel Schereschewsky was consecrated Bishop in Grace Church, New
York, on October 31, 1877. In 1879 he helped found St. John&’s College (later renamed St. John’s
University.
Samuel served as Bishop of Shanghai until 1883, when he resigned for health reasons (having become increasingly incapacitated after suffering a sun stroke in 1881). Samuel returned to the United States with
the understanding that he could return to China as translator if his health permitted. He returned to China
in 1895, although he suffered Parkinson’s Disease, and was afflicted with paralysis and partial loss of
speech. It was said that Samuel sat for many years in the same chair, slowly and painfully typing out with
two fingers a Mandarin translation of the Old Testament and Easy Wen-li (China’s classical translation)
of the whole Bible. Samuel’s new translations of the New Testament and the Hebrew Bible into Mandarin, were published in 1898–1899. A contemporary called him “Probably the greatest Bible translator
China ever had.”
Samuel Schereschewsky died October 15, 1906 and is buried in Tokyo, Japan. It should be noted St.
John’s College that began with 39 students steadily grew to become a university. It was known as the
“Harvard of China” until 1952, when the communist government shut down the university.
(I now pay attention to the names that are commemorated on a particular date in Forward Day by Day)
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In the Diocese …

Diocesan Convention
November 11-12
The Diocesan Convention will be held at the Cathedral of St. John’s in
Albuquerque, November 11-12, and will be a homecoming and celebration for
the whole diocese.
Besides the standard business sessions and a keynote speaker, there will be workshops on
Borderland Ministries
Children’s Ministries
The Ultimate Acolyte Training, and
Working with the Church Pension Group)
The Convention Eucharist will be celebrated in the Cathedral at 6:00 pm Friday, Nov 11, and will honor
our Diocesan Saint, Rev. Ted Howden. During his visit with us, Bp Hunn reported that the Diocese’s
petition to have Rev. Howden added to the Episcopal Calendar of Saints was adopted at General Convention this summer.
Ted Howden is especially dear to St. Andrew’s, as he was our Rector throughout the 1930s. Fr. Ted
was a chaplain to the New Mexico National Guard, and when they were called up in 1940, he went with
them. After training, they were stationed in the Phillipines, and were among the American troop captured by the Japanese and forced to endure the Bataan Death March. During imprisonment in several
prison camps including Camp O’Donnell and Cabanatuan and finally at Davao Prison Colony on Mindanao, his heroism and faith were always apparent through the humanitarian care he gave to those he
served. At great cost to himself he often gave his own portion of food to others whom he insisted needed it more than he. Fr. Howden died of dysentery and starvation-induced pellagra on December 11,
1942, but his family were not notified until June 1943.
Throughout the rest of the war, and beyond, the people of St.
Andrew’s raised funds for a memorial to Fr. Howden. The sanctuary where we now worship is the Howden Memorial addition to St.
Andrew’s.
In celebration of Fr. Howden’s inclusion in the Calendar of Saints,
Bp. Hunn commissioned a Retablo to be painted. This retablo is
the work of Br. Angel Roque, our diocesan Youth and Young
Adult Missioner. The small church in the background is St. Andrew’s, and the helmet at his feet is the old-style, World War I vintage helmet our troops still used in 1941. The inscription “PriestSoldier-Martyr” is the description that will follow his name in the
Calendar of Saints. His Feast Day is December 11th.

Fuel for the Delegates and visitors….
The Diocese has put out the call for COOKIES! Can you bake a
few dozen to send with our delegate to add to the coffee break
bounty? Call Sissy Mayne!
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Outreach Ministries Funds — September 2022
FUND
Andy’s Breakfast

Beginning
Balance

SEPTEMBER
DONATIONS

$

$

908.28

Sept 30, 2022

SEPTEMBER
EXPENDITURES

669.50 $

FUND BALANCE

446.09

$

1,131.69

EfM Tuition

343.00

0.00

343.00

Needle Arts

2,367.42

500.00

179.46

2,687.96

Pet Pantry

4,725.55

1,800.00

1,019.87

5,505.68

Rector’s Outreach (Discretionary
Fund)

7,021.47

1,340.00

2,749.86

5,611.61

Starting Line

1,508.83

0.00

0.00

1,508.83

Altar Fund

1,246.44

0.00

0.00

1,246.44

Unspecified Mission and Outreach

7,654.52

645.00

0.00

8,299.52

Choir Fund

357.79

0.00

0.00

357.79

Children’s Choir

450.00

0.00

0.00

450.00

Youth Group

4,521.42

0.0

0.00

4,521.42

Scholarship Fund

9,165.00

0.00

0.00

9,165.00

Unused funds carry over from one year to the next. This doesn’t tell the whole story: much of our outreach ministry is
moved forward by donated materials and ESPECIALLY by volunteer labors. Thank you for supporting these ministries.

Income and Expense Report — September 2022
Sept 2022

Sept Budget

YTD

YTD Budget

Ordinary Income:
Plate Offerings

$

Current Pledges

167.00

$

250.00 $

2,522.75 $

2,250.00

5,704.00

12,500.00

0.00

0.00

Unpledged Contrib

2,670.00

2,920.00

16,461.00

26,240.00

Special Offerings *

50.00

0.00

431.00

0.00

Foundation Income

0.00

0.00

73,084.59

73,084.59

105.00

100.00

1,015.00

900.00

Other Income

412.39

167.00

1,297.39

1,499.00

Income—Total

9,108.39

15,937.00 188,409.71

216,419.59

Pre-Paid Pledges

Altar Flowers

Payroll Expenses
Other Expenses
Total Expenses

Net Ordinary Income

$

93,597.98

112,446.00
0.00

11,862.52

13,135.24

90,161.66

101,063.50

8,915.41

16,172.50

90,161.66

101,063.50

20,777.93

29,307.74

188,617.35

216809.63

(11,669.54) $

(13,370.74) $

(207.64)

$

(390.04)

Symphony Choir 7pm

Advent Fest Prac. 6 pm

Symphony Choir 7pm

Discretionary Fund Offering

Children’s Choir 11

Study on Lord’s Prayer
following Service

Holy Eucharist 10

27– 1st Sun. Advent

Symphony Choir 7pm

Advent Fest Prac. 6 pm

Tai Chi 4 pm

29

Vestry 4:30 p.m.

Symphony Choir 7pm

28

Tai Chi 4 pm

Advent Fest Prac. 6 pm

Children’s Choir 11

22

Tai Chi 4 pm

15

Study on Lord’s Prayer
following Service

Symphony Choir 7pm

Advent Fest Prac. 6 pm

Andrew’s 9:30 am

Tai Chi 4 pm

Needle Arts 10 am

8 ELECTION DAY

Tai Chi 4 pm

All Saints Day

20 Holy Eucharist 10 21

Children’s Choir 11

Study on Lord’s Prayer
following Service

13 Holy Eucharist 10 14 Women of St.

UTO

Advent Fest Prac. 6 pm

Holy Eucharist 10 am

6—SET CLOCKS BACK 7

Children’s Choir 11

Prayer following Service

rist 10 Study on Lord’s

Oct 31—Hallowe’en 1

Oct 30 Holy Eucha-

Tue

Mon

Sun

Choir Practice 6 pm

Dinner 5 pm

30

Choir Practice 6 pm

Dinner 5 pm

23

Choir Practice 6 pm

Dinner 5 pm

16 Pet Pantry

Choir Practice 6 pm

Dinner 5 pm

9

Choir Practice 6 pm

Dinner 5 pm

2 All Souls Day

Wed

Dec 1

24

17

10

3

Thu

5

Sat

Dec 2

WORD deadline

25

2 pm

Daughters of the King

18

Convention Eucharist
6 pm –St. Johns -ABQ
VETERANS DAY

Dec 3

Clean-up Crew 9:30

Andy’s Breakfast

26

19

Diocesan Convention –ABQ

12

DRG Women’s Retreat—St. Mark’s ABQ

11

4

Fri

November 2022
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Saint Andrew’s Church

November 6th

Where you are welcome!

Sunday Services

In-Person and Livestream
10 am
Coffee Hour follows in the Parish Hall

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL.
Persons in high-risk categories are encouraged to stay home and join us on Facebook,
live-stream or view it later

The Word is also posted on our Website,
in full color, and with live links.
http://www.standrewsroswell.com/theword.html

