
  Vestry Notes:
What IS going on with the Search?  Why is it that way?

The Vestry and Search Committee are reaching the point in the search process where things begin to
move quickly. (Although there is no guarantee that we’ll be successful: KEEP PRAYING.) We are re-
viewing and clarifying the guidance we have received from the diocese, and are listening to concerns
expressed by members of the congregation.

The Search procedures in the Episcopal Church and in our Diocese have changed since the last time
we did one.  This is partly due to the pandemic, and partly because in the pandemic we learned to
work remotely.  The new procedures set by the Bishop may seem to be veiled in secrecy, but there
are valid reasons for this, mainly dealing with the fact that there are so many positions open in the
Episcopal Church, and so few applicants. These reasons include:

Everyone in the Episcopal church knows everyone else.  Canon Lee Curtis, the Diocesan Transi-
tion  officer,  likened  it  to  a  game  of  6  degrees  of  Kevin  Bacon:  You  know  Bishop  Hunn,  he
knows the Presiding Bishop, who knows ALL the Bishops, who know their clergy.

The assumption is that an applicant may be exploring WHETHER to leave their current position. If
they decide to stay where they are, having their search exposed will undermine their current
ministry.

Every applicant is applying to multiple churches. If the Vestry “falls in love” with a candidate, and
introduces  them to  the  congregation,  and they finally  decide  to  accept  a  call  from another
church,  it  would  be devastating to  St.  Andrew’s,  and possibly  to  other  congregations  in  the
search.

Therefore, your elected Vestry will interview and get to know the candidate, will negotiate the Letter
of Agreement, get the Bishop’s approval, and bring our new Rector to meet you.  We are your repre-
sentatives and we will always have St. Andrew’s best interests uppermost in our minds, hearts and
prayers.

All that being said, we can tell you that we do have a candidate who has us excited.  We look forward
to getting to know them better. We truly hope that as we get to know each other, we and they can
establish a bond that will last. Finding a Rector is not the same as hiring a CEO. It is building a rela-
tionship:  we, and they, risk getting our hearts broken.

But there is one more party to this process, the most important party: God. As a Vestry we believe
that God has chosen our Rector, and we pray that we, parish and candidate together, will recognize
God’s choice when we see it.

If you have additional questions or concerns, do not hesitate to call us.

May God’s blessings be on you, on your Vestry, and on St. Andrew’s.

-the Vestry and Search Committee

THE WORD
from St. Andrew’s   March 2023

A prayer for the Calling of a Priest
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we thank you for the many blessings bestowed upon our parish
family as we join in worship and fellowship.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, please provide a
priest of your choosing who has a strong commitment to our Lord and the teachings of the Gospel
and will faithfully guide, strengthen, inspire, and grow our parish family so we can do Your work in
helping those in our community desperately in need of the knowledge and love of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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Senior Warden Sez…

REMINDER:  the  loose  change  that  appears  in
the o ering plates on EVERY Sunday goes to
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.

NOTICE: Any church member who is interested
in serving at the altar as a LEM (Lay Eucharis-
tic Minister / Chalice Bearer) please contact
Father Geldert.  He will provide training for this
purpose.

LAST SPRING, I was asked by Father Geldert to encourage
new faces from our congregation to

a. serve as ushers or

b. serve as readers of the lessons at the lectern.

I  am continuing  to  do  this.   If  you  are  willing  to  serve  in
either capacity, please contact me.  I will personally see
that  you  are  provided  with  all  the  necessary  training  re-
quired for this service.

THE VESTRY is moving forward with our deliberations in our
search  for  a  Rector.   We  are  not  alone  in  this  search,  as
there  are  other  churches  in  our  area  doing  the  same.
Please continue to pray for these e orts.

ALSO,  in  closing,  welcome  to  the  new  Vestry  members:
Shelly Currier, Sara Armstrong and Charmaine Martin.

“To become angry for one minute costs 60
seconds of happiness.” - Anon

Junior Warden Reports…
I am pleased to announce that the portion of the roof that
had been leaking on the West side of the skylight in the
Parish Hall has been repaired.  The contractor who did the
original  roofing  job  came  out  on  Friday,  February  3rd, with
three  people  to  completely  remove  and  replace  all  of  the
roofing  material  on  that  side  on  the  skylight.   As  it  was
warranty work, there was no charge to St. Andrews.  How-
ever, they did add a 2nd layer of underlayment and put sili-
con on each nail hole to further prevent any leaks.  We may
or may not see a bill for that, which I believe is worth the
investment.

Our Sexton Ernie has dutifully replaced all of the drop ceiling
that previously showed water damage in the Parish hall, the
Kitchen, and in the hallway coming from the Nave.  This is
crucial so we can tell if there are anymore leaks, should we
see more rain, whenever that might be.  If you see any wa-
ter damage, please let me or the Senior Warden know as
soon as possible.

Thank you for allowing me to serve the church as Junior
Warden,

Nick McClelland
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A prayer for All Sorts and Conditions of Men
O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech thee for all sorts
and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known unto
them, thy saving health unto all nations. More especially we pray for thy holy Church
universal; that it may be so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who
profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the
faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. .
Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted
or  distressed,  in  mind,  body,  or  estate;  that  it  may  please  thee  to  comfort  and  relieve
them according to their several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings,
and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. (BCP p. 814)

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Bp. Hunn, Suzanne Berry, Mary Ritter’s family, Ashley & Gavin Madigan, Alec,  Pat Walker, Victoria, Mel-
ody Green, Sevie Bates, Kate Dorff, Cyndy & Rick Collins, Carole Anne, Anne Crowder, Dan Whitfield, Ja-
net Macaluso, Jeffery Miller, Aaron Burkett, Earl Pittman, Craig Lysak, Manuel Linares, Jeremiah Bryant,
Nancy Hartwick, John Fuss,  Burnitta McClung, Bruce Currier, Mike Brazie, Billie Weber, Karen & Pat Hen-
dricks, Lorinda & Royce, Cory Woodbury, Jeanelle McGuire, Andy Morehouse,  Kelli, Stu Shanor, Marilyn
Manatt, Gary & Enid Smith,  Michelle, Ann Wonders, Isabel Castillo, David Knadle, Lisa Huff, Molly
Pittman, Julie Deaton, Betty, Kim C., Doug Morris, Maddy, Abby K & family, Martin Kelley, Victoria Cobb,
Pat Wiberg, Andrew W., Matthew, David Smith, Rachel, Amanda Olivo, Florence Carr, Alice Smith, Beth
Rogers,  Jeannine  Byron,   Marisa,  Lew  Hightower,  Clayton  Thompson,  Bill  &  Meredith  Patton,  Annette
Mader, Julian Linares, Raymond Linares, Jennifer Linares, Cassie, Sandi Olivo, Fern Simpson, Anna K,

Ministries of St. Andrew’s, Fr. Maurice, the Vestry, and the Foundation; Layreaders, Ushers, the
Choir, and Altar Guild, Office Crew Teresa and Janet, and our Sexton Ernie

• Outreach ministries:  Andy’s Community Breakfast, Needle Arts ministry; Four Paws Pet Pantry,
Starting Line, Wings for L.I.F.E, Community Kitchen

The Diocese of the Rio Grande, Bishop Michael Hunn, Canon Lee Curtis

For Camp Stoney, Episcopal Youth Event, and Br. Angel Roque, Youth Missioner

For Diocesan Councils, Committees, Commissions, Borderlands Ministries

For the SE Deanery, Fr. Maurice Geldert, Dean
    • RCC Inmates & Officers; Guards & Teachers; CCDC inmates & staff;

Those who are sick and those who care for them;

Those who Mourn

All those in the Armed Forces serving in the US and on foreign soil and their families;
First Responders, keeping us safe

The People of Ukraine, and all who are fighting tyranny and oppression; for the Women of
Afghanistan and Iran

Refugees, and those providing help for them, our shelter at St. Christopher’s, El Paso

The victims of earthquake in Turkiye and Syria
• All victims of storms, floods, fires, and other disasters falling disproportionally on the poorest,

and all who seek to relieve and support them.
• For the homeless and those suffering the bitter cold Winter; for the needy and hungry,

for the will and means to help them

For the unloved and those who have no one to pray for them;

For our leaders in the city, state, and nation: wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties

For peace, and for those who threaten it, turning the hearts of those who would harm others

For the Grace to keep a Holy Lent
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3/1 - Linda Noriega

3/3 - Janet Macaluso
Earl Pittman
Pat Wiberg

3/5 - Julie Deaton

3/9 - Walker Graves
Annette Mader

3/11 - Tom LeBarre
  Alessia Rodrigues

3/15 - Katie Rico
  Debbi Smith

3/16 - Eileen Grooms

3/18 - Nick McClelland

3/21 - Kap Kelley

3/22 - Claire Chase

3/28 - Carol Anne Linson
  Jinny Thomas

3/31 - Karen Fuss
  Andrew Patton

Daughters of the King
Friday March 17th

   11 am    Church Office

All women of St Andrews are
welcome.

Wednesday Night Church Supper
3/1 - Enchilada Soup
3/8 - Vegetarian Chili

3/15 - Guinness Beef Stew
And, Since it’s the Ides of

March:  Caesar Salad!

3/22 –No Supper
Spring Break

3/29 - Sloppy Joes

Clean-up crews are always welcome, since the
cooks  have  to  hurry  to  Choir  Practice,  and  if
you’d like to make a dessert, please call Sissy
Mayne to sign up.

Lenten Study
Beginning Wednesday, Mar 1st

Right after supper
Participant books are sold
out at the office, but are

available on Amazon.com
in paperback or Kindle

eBook)

If you can’t drive at night,
let us know:  we’re recruit-

ing a group of drivers?
Would you like to be a driver?

Call the office!
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The deadline for the April Word is
March 23th.

Send anything you would like to share to
Charmaine Martin.

charmainem704@gmail.com

Would you come help fold?
March 30st 9:30 am

The Vestry has established a fund to collect
donations to assist parishioners in times of

special need.  It is a sub-fund of the
Rector’s Discretionary fund, and he will

administer it in total confidentiality.
To donate, make your check to St. Andrew’s,
and write “Parishioner Aid” in the memo line.

Loose Plate Offering  (Cash & Coin)

The Vestry has voted to designate the Loose Plate
Offering EVERY Sunday to the

Rector’s Discretionary Fund

to assist non-parishioners in
need.  So please, clear out the

loose bills from your wallet,
and place them in the plate.

"The Church is the only society that exists for
the benefit of those who are not its members."

- Abp. William Temple

Holy Week Services
4/2 -Palm Sunday 10 am-begin in courtyard
4/6 -Maundy Thursday—5:30 p.m.
4/7 -Good Friday with Stations of the
Cross—Noon
4/8 –Holy Saturday. Easter Vigil 6:30 pm
4/9 - Easter Day 10 am

Alleluia!

Holy Week Meditations & Lunch
11:30 am

4/3 Mon - at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Speaker: Rev. Nate Bienhoff of 1st Nazarene

4/4 - Tues - at St. Andrew’s
Speaker: Rev. Dan Tisdel of St Mark’s

4/5 - Wed - at First UMC
Speaker: Rev Randy Nolen of 1st Presbyterian

4/7 - Thur - at 1st Presbyterian
Speaker: Very Rev. Maurice Geldert

4/8 - at 1st Nazarene     Speaker TBA

Deanery Meeting

St. Andrew’s will be hosting the Spring
Deanery meeting.

Saturday March 11th
10:00, beginning with a service in the Nave

Church Wardens and Delegates to Convention are
supposed to attend these meetings, but they are open
to any one who wants to know a little more about the
churches in the SE corner of New Mexico, and to get to
know our fellow Episcopalians better.
Deanery?  What’s a Deanery? The Diocese is divided
into four deaneries.  Churches within each deanery work
together for mutual support, and to meet the needs of
the surrounding area.  The Dean of our SE Deanery is
Fr. Maurice Geldert, and the churches  are:

St. Andrew’s, Roswell
St. Paul’s, Artesia
Grace, Carlsbad
St. Christopher’s, Hobbs
St. James’, Clovis
St. Michael’s, Tucumcari
The Church in the Lincoln County (Holy Mount,

Ruidoso;  St. Anne’s, Glencoe;  and St. Mattias,
Carrizozo.)

Pastoral Care
If you need a call or visit from our priest, or know someone
who does, please call the church office.  If you cannot reach
the church office, you may contact Fr. Maurice at 575-317-
4664

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ” - Gal 6:2
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FOUR PAWS PET PANTRY
Pet Food Distribution
Wednesday, March 15
3:30 to 5:30 at the 5th

Street Entrance
*******

Bagging starts at 2:30.
Please Come and Help!

Your gifts of pet food make it possible!
 The rising price of pet food makes the need even

more urgent. Please bring Dog (and Cat) Food to
the Church Office

Or you can make a monetary donation, payable to St.
Andrew’s, with “Pet Pantry” on the memo line.

If you prefer you may order
Pet food from
Chewy.com

     They deliver!!
Gallon Size Ziploc Bags also

needed

Andy’s Breakfast!
Saturday, March 25, 2023

Andy’s Breakfast is serving up pancakes and
eggs, breakfast meats, fruits and fellowship.
Wonderful to see guests and
volunteers mingling in the
Parish Hall.

We can always use help with
the clean up. Please call
Greg Anderson (575-420-1300) to find out how
you can help.  Or just show up in the Parish Hall
at 9:30 for clean-up crew.

Donations ALWAYS Needed !!!

Monetary donations are also welcome.
Be sure to note in the memo line:

Andy's Breakfast Supplies

Happy are they who consider the poor and needy.
– Ps 41

One area of Andy’s Breakfast might be called an
“Aid Station”, where our guests can get items that
make life a little easier, especially if they are living
on the street.  We try to provide simple toiletry
items, such as sunscreen, toothbrushes & small
toothpaste, small deodorant, razors, small shampoo
& conditioner, hand soap & sanitizer, facial tissue,
and toilet paper.

There is a basket in the Narthex for these items or
you can drop them by the office.

We also have socks, and occasionally items of
clothing such as jeans.  Helpers in this area have
recently noticed a sharp uptick in the need for basic
clothing supplies.   Space is limited, but if you have
gently used socks, underwear, shoes or jeans for
men & women, please call Eileen Grooms to coordi-
nate what you have with what is
needed.

With Winter nights lingering, we’d
like to have some warm gloves,
hats, coats and blankets available
too.
To help with this “Aid Station,” call Carol Anne Lin-

son, 575-420-5814 or Eileen Grooms 575-420-2595

Needle Arts Ministry
Needle Arts will meet on Tuesday,
March 14th at 10:00 in the Parish
Hall.
Needle Arts continues to take 6 flan-
nel receiving blankets and 6x tiny knit-
ted hats to the Maternity ward at each
hospital, every month. Blanket kits are
available in the office, and are quick
and easy to sew.
There are also a few prayer/comfort
shawls, and some  mini prayer quilts.

Each quilt has a small cross attached, comes with a printed
prayer, and can fit in a pocket. Call the office if you know of
someone who could use some good wishes from St. An-
drew’s.

Please Call Debbi Smith to help with this
ministry       623-8791
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 …. Women of St. Andrew’s
After a Pandemic hiatus, the Women have decided to bring back a favorite fundraiser:  a raffle of
themed Gift Baskets.  Several members are filling baskets with items that match their themes:

Some baskets are already prepared, and are looking GREAT!

Pioneer Woman® Basket

Wine Basket

  AND MORE TO COME!!

Each basket will have its own drawing:
When you buy your ticket, you select

which basket you want to be entered for.
Tickets are $5 each, or 6 for $25

Special Intentions Box

Tickets go on sale in mid-March
Drawing held Palm Sunday, April 2nd

Call Candy McClelland for tickets, or buy them after Church, or talk to
any of the Women of St. Andrew’s

                  Tea Basket

“Mommy & Me” Garden Basket
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Children’s Choir
practices every Sunday, after
the service and meet until
11:45 a.m.
The children will be singing on Palm Sunday,
April 2nd
Open to ALL kids, age 4 to 5th grade, and they
don’t have to be members of St Andrew’s.
Bring your friends!

Adult Choir Practice is every Wednesday at
6:00 pm Come for supper at 5:00.  Stay to Sing!

Nursery care is available during the Sunday ser-
vice!     The  room  is  located  in  the  Education
wing, off the Parish Hall, and all children ages 6
and under are welcome.
Volunteers needed:
The Nursery needs helpers.  Kate McClelland
cannot always be there, and the number of chil-
dren is growing all the time.  Please call Kate,
or Candy McClelland if you would like to help.

Women of St. Andrew’s

Monday, March 13th

9:30 am in the Parish Hall

Bring your Gift Baskets!

Community Kitchen
Serving Lunch from 11:00 to

12:15
Monday through Friday

Sack Lunches on Saturdays and Sundays
If you are interested in helping out at the Community
Kitchen please call Judith White or Ronnie Whitaker
and let them know:   Judith 575-622-5064

Reconcilia on of a Penitent

Our most common form of confession in Anglicanism

takes place during the regular Sunday liturgy. Some are

surprised to learn that the Episcopal Church also o ers

private confession with a priest for those desiring it. In

fact, this op on is characteris c of the majority of Chris-

anity, including all of the Orthodox family of Churches,

the Roman Catholic Church, and our own Anglican tradi-

on.  Please  see  pages  446-452 in The Book of Common

Prayer for the two rites (forms) that we use.

The di erence between us and some other tradi ons is

that we o er private confession; we do not require it. An

old saying captures it well:

None Must, All May, Some Should

Private confession is good for those mes when we need

to unburden our hearts and seek God’s forgiveness, in

the presence of a fellow human being, who is sworn to

secrecy and who is serving as an instrument to declare

God’s forgiveness and the restora on of right rela on-

ship to the broader Church.

Lent  is  a  par cularly  good  me  to  engage  in  such

unburdening. As in our sister churches, what is

confessed to a priest is kept in the strictest con dence.

The priest also gives counsel and encouragement.

From St. John’s Episcopal Church, Somerville, NJ

h ps://stjohnsomerville.org/reconcilia on/

Father Geldert is available to hear confession, give

counsel and pronounce absolu on.  This can take place

in the Church, in his o ce, in your home, or any private

place you feel comfortable.  Just call to arrange an ap-

pointment.
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From the Calendar of Saints...
The Real St. Patrick

17 March (c.461)

Patrick was born about 390, in
southwest Britain, somewhere be-
tween the Severn and the Clyde
rivers, son of a deacon and grand-
son of a priest. When about sixteen
years old, he was kidnapped by
Irish pirates and sold into slavery
in Ireland. Until this time, he had,
by his own account, cared nothing

for God, but now he turned to God for help. After
six years, he either escaped or was freed, made his
way to a port 200 miles away, and there persuaded
some sailors to take him onto their ship. He re-
turned to his family much changed, and began to
prepare for the priesthood, and to study the Bible.

Around 435, Patrick was commissioned,
perhaps by bishops in Gaul and perhaps by the
Pope, to go to Ireland as a bishop and missionary.
Four years earlier another bishop, Palladius, had
gone to Ireland to preach, but he had become dis-
couraged and left Ireland to preach in Scotland.
Patrick made his headquarters at Armagh in the
North, where he built a school, and had the protec-
tion of the local monarch. From this base he made
extensive missionary journeys, with considerable
success. To say that he single-handedly turned Ire-
land from a pagan to a Christian country is an ex-
aggeration, but is not far from the truth.

Almost everything we know about him
comes from his own writings, available in English
in the Ancient Christian Writers series. He has left
us an autobiography (called the Confessio), a Letter
to Coroticus in which he denounces the slave trade
and rebukes the British chieftain Coroticus for tak-
ing part in it, and the Lorica (or "Breastplate" a po-
em of disputed authorship traditionally attributed
to Patrick), a work that has been called "part pray-
er, part anthem, and part incantation."

The Lorica is a truly magnificent hymn, found to-
day in many hymnals. The translation into English
as given here is by Cecil Frances Alexander, whose
husband was Archbishop of Armagh, and thus the
direct successor of Patrick. She published nearly
400 poems and hymns of her own, including the
well-known "All things bright and beautiful, All
creatures great and small."

by James Kiefer

THE LORICA, OR, ST PATRICK'S BREAST-
PLATE

I bind unto myself today
 the strong Name of the Trinity,

 by invocation of the same,
 the Three in One, and One in Three.

 I bind this day to me forever,
 by power of faith, Christ's Incarnation;

 his baptism in the Jordan river;
 his death on cross for my salvation;

 his bursting from the spiced tomb;
 his riding up the heavenly way;

 his coming at the day of doom:
 I bind unto myself today.

 I bind unto myself the power
 of the great love of cherubim;

 the sweet "Well done" in judgement hour;
 the service of the seraphim;

 confessors' faith, apostles' word,
 the patriarchs' prayers, the prophets' scrolls;

 all good deeds done unto the Lord,
 and purity of virgin souls.

 I bind unto myself today
 the virtues of the starlit heaven,

 the glorious sun's life-giving ray,
 the whiteness of the moon at even,

 the flashing of the  lightning free,
 the whirling wind's tempestuous shocks,

 the stable earth, the deep salt sea,
 around the old eternal rocks.

 I bind unto myself today
 the power of God to hold and lead,

 his eye to watch, his might to stay,
 his ear to hearken to my need;

 the wisdom of my God to teach,
 his hand to guide, his shield to ward;

 the word of God to give me speech,
 his heavenly host to be my guard.

 Christ be with me, Christ within me,
 Christ behind me, Christ before me,

 Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
 Christ to comfort and restore me,

 Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
 Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,

 Christ in hearts of all that love me,
 Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

- Hymn 370
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“Are we there yet? … I’m Hungry!”
By Charles Currier

The last article ended when the Israelites were at the
Red Sea. The text says that Moses stretched out his
hand and “the LORD caused the sea to go back… and
the waters were divided.” Exodus 14:21. In Genesis
1:7 we read that “G-d made the firmament, and divid-
ed the waters…”. Metaphorically, the waters were
divided here, to separate the Israelites from the bond-
age of Egypt. The Egyptians followed after the Israel-
ites, but all perished when the sea returned. The Isra-
elites left bondage on one side of the waters and start-
ed their journey to the promised land on the other
side. Moses rejoiced and his song appears at Exodus
15:1-19. A portion is repeated in the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, Canticle 8 on page 85.

The rejoicing was short lived. Consider the logistics
involved in moving two million people. There’s an
old saying that “an army travels on its stomach”. Af-
ter three days, the Israelites disremembered their slav-
ery in Egypt and complained about the bitter water at
Marah (Pecos River comes to mind). At the direction
of Moses, a tree was thrown into the water and it be-
came sweet. The LORD then told the Israelites that if
they followed His commands, none of the diseases
that were suffered by the Egyptians would be suffered
by them. They continued to Elim where there were
twelve wells of fresh water and palm trees. The num-
bers, 3 and 12, are interesting.

How about food? After a month, the Israelites com-
plained again; that they should never have left the
good old days in Egypt where they had meat and all
the bread they could eat.  The LORD told Moses that
He would provide meat and rain bread from heaven.
That evening, quail swarmed the
camp and in the morning, dew cov-
ered the land. Under the dew was a
fine substance from which they could
make bread. There was a condition.
The Israelites should only gather
enough of the substance to provide for
their own needs for a day and eat it all in one day.

As it turned out, those who gathered a lot and those
who gathered less, all had enough for their family for
one day (an omer). However, some decided not to

consume it all and save some for another day. What
was saved turned rancid and worm invested. The ex-
ception was that on the 6th day of the week, the people
could gather enough for two days to allow them to
rest on the Sabbath. This was a test for the Israelites
to see if they trusted the LORD to provide. We are
reminded of this same test in the Lord’s prayer, “Give
us this day our daily bread”. The Israelites called this
flour like substance, “manna”. In Hebrew, manna
means “What is it?”

The Israelites camp moved to a place called Rephi-
dim. Again, the people complained to Moses about
water. They also attributed their exodus from Egypt to
Moses rather than the LORD and grumbled, “Why is
it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our livestock with thirst?” In future
generations, Jews will refer to themselves as a “stiff
necked people”, with good reason. Moses asks the
LORD for help, worried that the people might stone
him. The LORD told Moses that He would be with
him and that he was to use his rod to strike a stone.
Water flowed, so much that it created a river.

The Israelites were on the way to the promised land, a
land flowing with milk and honey, but the route they
took was not the most direct route. Hebrew sages be-
lieved this was to test and try the people because
when they entered the promised land, they would
have to conquer it, trust the LORD and follow His
commandments.

The next test for the Israelites was a battle. The Ama-
lekites attacked the Israelites. Amalekites are the de-
scendants of the grandson of Esau, Jacob’s brother.
Recall that Jacob, by trickery, claimed Esau’s birth
right. Esau, in a fit of spite, married Canaanite wom-

en, descendants of Ismael. One of Esau’s
grandsons was Amalek, the progenitor of
the Amalekites. The Amalekites and their
descendants have been adversaries to the
Israelites for millennia. A thousand years
later, an Amalekite named Haman, tried to
get Cyrus to exterminate all Jews in the

Medo-Persian empire.

The next article we will describe how the LORD,
through his servant Moses, protects the Israelites.

.
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Behind the Board
Thoughts while Ironing — Charmaine Martin

The Way of Love

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
-Ephesians 5:2

We are told to walk in love, but how do we even find the way of love? Christians have
been asking this for centuries, and trying various disciplines and practices to walk in the
way of Jesus, which is the way of love.    Recently, after long study of these practices,
The Episcopal Church developed a series of interwoven programs to assist people in
finding their path, and called it The  Way  of  Love: Practices for a Jesus-Centered
Life. Presiding Bishop Curry introduced these programs through a book, and a podcast
in 2019.  There is now a whole section of the Episcopal Church website devoted to help-
ing people use these programs to create their  path of  following Jesus along this  way,
either individually, in small groups, or as whole congregations.

The  core  of  all  the  programs  is  the  identification  of
practices to use for reflection and action.  These can
be grouped into these broad categories:

TURN: Pause, listen, and choose to follow Jesus
LEARN: Reflect on Scripture each day, especially

on Jesus’s life and teachings
PRAY: Dwell intentionally with God daily
WORSHIP: Gather in community weekly to

thank, praise and dwell with God
BLESS: Share faith and unselfishly give and

serve
GO: Cross boundaries, listen deeply, and live like

Jesus
REST: Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace,

and restoration

As Bishop Curry said in his introduction video, “These are words that point to practices
that can train up the spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, and to look something like Je-
sus.”  Each word has lessons, prayers and meditations to use to fully integrate it into
your spiritual practice.

Follow the link https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
Watch  the  video.  Poke  around  the  site.  Read  the  blogs.  Listen  to  the  podcasts.   And
think about how you already incorporate the practices in your life, and how much more
you can do.
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In the Diocese …

Snow Slam!
The Youth of the Diocese held their annual Snow
Slam on Presidents’ Day weekend.  Based at the
Church of the Holy Mount in Ruidoso, they went
sledding and tubing, shared hot cocoa, games and
fun, and bedded down on the floor in their Parish
Hall. They had teaching by Br. Angel Rocha, the
Diocesan Youth missioner, and learned to make
Anglican Rosaries with Kathleen Pittman.

Our own Alex and Morgan Steinback attended, and had a great time, although
Alex reported that the floor was very cold.

Brother Angel teaching

Morgan Steinback with her
snow kitty

Morgan and Alex Steinback go sledding with four
friends (and Br. Angel)

CAMP STONEY
It’s not too early to make plans to attend Camp Stoney this summer.

Camp registra on is open, and they are already coming in so don't wait too long. Camper Spots are
limited. Our Camp Program is also provided in both English and Spanish.

June 15-17:  Family Camp (all ages)
June 18-24: Adventure Camp (6th-12 grades)
Jun 25-Jul 1:  (rising 3rd - rising 6th grade)

St. Andrews’ Camperships are available.  Anyone who wants to attend CAN
attend.  Call the office for information.

For Full Information on all these events, watch Br. Angel’s
Facebook video: https://www.facebook.com/campstoneydrg/

videos/3037185823241392

Camp Registration Link

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/campstoneydrg
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Mothering Sunday
In the English-speaking world
(except North America) the fourth
Sunday is Lent is Mothers’ Day.
This year that is March 19th, and
is called “Mothering     Sunday”, a
day honoring mother churches, the church where one is
baptized and becomes "a child of the church",  celebrated
since the Middle Ages. On Mothering Sunday, Christians
have historically visited their mother church; the church in
which they received the sacrament of baptism.

Mothering Sunday coincides with Mid-Lent
Sunday or Refreshment Sunday, a day of respite
from fasting halfway through the penitential season
of Lent. Its association with mothering originates in the
texts read during the Mass in the Middle Ages, appearing
in the lectionary in  sources  as  old  as  the 8th centu-
ry. These include several references to mothers and meta-
phors for mothers.

After the English Reformation, the Book of Com-
mon Prayer continued to assign the same readings.
During the 16th century, Christians continued to return to
their local mother churches for a service held on Laetare
Sunday. In this context, one's mother church was either
the church where one was baptized, the local parish
church, or the nearest cathedral (the latter being the moth-
er church of all the parish churches in a diocese). Anyone
who did this was commonly said to have gone
'mothering', a term    recorded by 1644.

In  later  times,  Mothering  Sunday  became  a  day  when
domestic  servants  were  given  a  day  off  to  visit  their
mother church, usually with their own mothers and other
family members.

Reflecting the day's Gospel reading of the story of the
Feeding of the Five Thousand and the reprieve
from fasting, various types of cakes and buns have long
been made for Mothering Sunday, especially Simnel cake,
as  gifts  to  parents.  This  is  a  traditional  confection
associated with both Mothering Sunday and Easter,
consisting of a light fruitcake, with
two  layers  of          marzi-
pan. In Bristol and some other
parts of the world, mothering
buns remain a specialty for Moth-
ering Sunday: "plain yeast-
leavened buns, iced, and covered
with sprinkles, eaten for breakfast
on that day".

Numerous newspapers across
many decades attest to    children
gathering violets to present to their mothers on this day. In
urban settings, churches supply the violets to the children.

Diocesan Lenten Book
While at Lambeth this sum-
mer, Bishop Hunn recon-
nected with an old friend
from Cambridge, Chris
Chivers.  They got talking
about the tradi on of
selec ng a book for a diocese
to study together during
Lent.   Dr.  Chivers  o ered  to
write one for us in the Dio-
cese of the Rio Grande.  And
he did!  It is in the form of
daily  devo ons  for  each  day
of Lent.

The Bishop has sent each congrega on a number
of copies as a Lenten gi .  Call the o ce to reserve
a copy, or download it as an eBook from
Amazon.com.

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  was a big suc-
cess, with about 30 adults and 8 children a ending
for excellent pancakes and sausage, lively conversa-

on, and noise-makers from the “peanut
gallery.”  (Oh, and King Cake!  Yum!)
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Outreach Ministries Funds —  January 2023

Jan 2023 Jan Budget YTD YTD Budget

Ordinary Income:

   Plate Offerings $               198.00 $                     .00 $         198.00 $              .00

   Current Pledges 32,865.00 15,667.00 32,865.00 15,667.00

   Pre-Paid Pledges 1,000.00 .00 1,000.00 .00

   Unpledged Contrib 2825.00 2,000.00 2825.00 2,000.00

   Special Offerings * 50.00 0.00 50.00 0.00

   Foundation Income 113,579.71 113,579.71 113,579.71 113,579.71

   Altar Flowers 175.00 108.00 175.00 108.00

    Other Income 1.00 125.00 1.00 125.00

Income—Total 150,693.71 131,479.71 150,693.71 131,479.71

   Payroll Expenses 11,906.00 12,923.00 11,906.00 12,923.00

   Other Expenses 29,950.00 29,407.00 29,950.00 29,407.00

Total Expenses 41,856.00 42,330.00 41,856.00 42,330.00

Net Ordinary Income $       108,837.71 $         89,149.71 $108,837.71 $    89,149.71

Income and Expense Report — January 2023

FUND Beginning
Balance

JANUARY
DONATIONS

JANUARY
EXPENDI-
TURES

Jan 31, 2023

FUND BALANCE

Andy’s Breakfast $   1,016.34 $    459.7 $    153.62 $           1,322.42

EfM Tuition 343.00 0.00 343.00

Needle Arts 3,187.96 250.00 0.00 3,437.96

Pet Pantry 3,724.92 3,250.00 762.71 6,899.22
Rector’s Outreach (Discretionary
Fund)

23,829.66 1746.4 3,557.68 22,028.37

Starting Line 1,508.83 0.00 0.00 1,508.83

Altar Fund 1,217.27 0.00 0.00 1,217.27

Unspecified Mission and Out-
reach

8,851.52 250.00 0.00 9,101.52

Choir Fund 209.79 0.00 209.79

Children’s Choir 450.00 0.00 0.00 450.00

Youth Group 4,521.42 0.00 0.00 4,521.42

Scholarship Fund 9,165.00 0.00 0.00 9,165.00

*in addition to the donations to specific funds—see first table.
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Saint Andrew’s Church
505 N. Penn * Roswell, NM

Where you are welcome!

Sunday Services
In-Person and Livestream

10 am
Coffee Hour follows in the Parish Hall

Masks available but not required.

Daylight Saving Time
Begins

MARCH 12th
(Don’t forget to set your
clocks ahead, or you’ll
miss EVERYTHING!)


