
Advent Calendar:
When we were little, we would get an Advent Calendar to mark the days until Christmas.  Each day,
we would open a little paper door, and see a picture related to the season.  Some calendars had
chocolates or small presents behind the doors.  This would help the little children understand the
timeline and quit asking their busy parents “How long ‘til Christmas?”
Now it seems, every door hides an event: a group party, a school program, a family get-together, a
task to be done.  In all the crush of events, please make sure that St. Andrew’s is on your “Advent
Calendar”:

Dec 8 – Angel Tree Gift Deadline
Dec 11 – Ted Howden Day ; Children’s Choir will sing ; Advent Festival 2 pm
Dec 12 – Women of St. Andrew’s Holiday Pot Luck
Dec 13 – Needle Arts
Dec 16 – Daughters of the King with Holiday Luncheon
Dec 17 – Funeral of Lynn Waggoner 9:00 am
Dec 20 – Vestry Meeting
Dec 21 – Pet Pantry (bagging at 2:30 pm)
Dec 23 & 26 – Office Closed
Dec 24 – Christmas Eucharist 5:30 pm
Dec 25 – Eucharist 10 am
Dec 31 – Andy’s Breakfast

Some other Advent Calendar dates:
Dec 6 – St. Nicholas Day.  St. Nicholas was a Bishop of Myra, famed for his generosity to the needy.

In much of Europe, St. Nicholas visits good little boys and girls on the Eve, and fills their
shoes with treats and small presents. This is especially popular in Holland, and the name
“Sinterklaus” was gradually transformed to “Santa Claus.”

Dec 13 – St. Lucy’s Day.  St. Lucy was an early Roman martyr whose name means
light and whose feast falls near the Winter Solstice (or did before the Gregorian calendar).
Her feast is especially popular in Scandinavia, perhaps because it is so very dark there in
winter. In Sweden and elsewhere, the day is observed by having one of the daughters of the
house dress in a white robe with a crown of lighted candles and
go singing from room to room (presumably followed by an adult
with a fire extinguisher) early in the morning when it is still dark
to awaken the other family members and to offer them St. Lu-
cy's Cakes and hot coffee.

Dec 16-24:  Las Posadas. “The Inns” A tradition in Mexico, it grew out of
the story of Mary and Joseph walking from inn to inn looking for lodgings in
Bethlehem. Villagers gather and process to a home selected for the evening,
where they would be sent away, after prayers, and refreshments, and often the
breaking of a star-shaped pinata.  This tradition is now observed throughout the
Hispanic Americas.
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Senior Warden Sez…
Hello and best wishes,

St. Andrews is still in the process of
searching for a priest.  As frustrating
as this has been, we must count our
blessings for the fact that we are be-
ing very well served by Father
Geldert.  His contribution to the
growth and well-being of St. An-
drews is very special and not entirely
appreciated by us in the church.

A recent review of his efforts has
brought to light areas where his work on behalf of
our church reveals a multitude of positive actions
resulting in blessings for St. Andrews and many of
our church members. In spite of the frustration of
not having any priest candidates, we are far better
off than other churches in similar circumstances.

I  have advised the Vestry that,  though it  may be
difficult to consider, we may have to make some
adjustments to our efforts to attract a viable can-
didate to lead our church.

I  ask  for  your  support  and  prayers  in  this  regard
as we enter the Advent season.

“I will honor Christmas in my heart and try to
keep it all year.” -  Charles Dickens

It is time to consider the January annual meeting.  We will need
to elect three new members of the Vestry.  Will you serve?
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A prayer for the Calling of a Priest
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we thank you for the many blessings be-
stowed upon our parish family as we join in worship and fellowship.  Through
the power of the Holy Spirit, please provide a priest of your choosing who has
a  strong  commitment  to  our  Lord  and  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel  and  will
faithfully guide, strengthen, inspire, and grow our parish family so we can do
Your work in helping those in our community desperately in need of the
knowledge and love of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Lynn  Waggoner’s  family,  Anne  Crowder,  Carol  Anne,  Dan  Whitfield,  Jeffery  Miller,  Aaron  Burkett,  Earl
Pittman, Craig Lysak, Manuel Linares, Jeremiah Bryant, Nancy Hartwick, Janet Macaluso, John Fuss,
Cyndy Collins, Andrew Patton, Matt W., Mary Ritter, Burnitta McClung, Bruce Currier, Mike Brazie, Billie
Weber, Karen & Pat Hendricks, Lorinda & Royce, Cory Woodbury, Jeanelle McGuire, Andy Morehouse,
Kelli, Stu Shanor, Marilyn Manatt, Gary & Enid Smith,  Michelle, Ann Wonders, Isabel Castillo, Lisa Huff,
Molly Pittman, Julie Deaton, Betty, Kim C., Doug Morris, Maddy, Abby K & family, Martin Kelley, Victoria
Cobb,  Pat  Wiberg,  Andrew  W.,  Matthew,  David  Smith,  Breanna  Hickey,  Rachel,  Amanda  Olivo,  Sevie
Bates, Florence Carr, Alice Smith, Beth Rogers, Jeannine Byron,  Marisa, Lew Hightower, Clayton Thomp-
son,  Bill  &  Meredith  Patton,  Annette  Mader,  Julian  Linares,  Raymond  Linares,  Jennifer  Linares,  Jean
Hooper, Cassie, Gary Larson, Sandi Olivo, Fern Simpson, Anna K,

Ministries of St. Andrew’s, Fr. Maurice, the Vestry, and the Foundation; Layreaders, Ushers, the
Choir, and Altar Guild, Office Crew Teresa and Janet, and our Sexton Ernie

• Outreach ministries: Wings for L.I.F.E,  Andy’s Community Breakfast, Needle Arts ministry; Four Paws
Pet Pantry, Starting Line, Community Kitchen

The Diocese of the Rio Grande, Bishop Michael Hunn, Canon Lee Curtis

For Camp Stoney, the DRG Youth Council, and Br. Angel Roque, Youth Missioner

For Diocesan Councils, Committees, Commissions, Borderlands Ministries

For the SE Deanery, Fr. Rod Hurst, Dean
    • RCC Inmates & Officers; Guards &  Teachers; CCDC inmates & staff;

Those who are sick and those who care for them;

Those who Mourn

All those in the Armed Forces serving in the US and on foreign soil and their families; for First
Responders, keeping us safe

The People of Ukraine, and all who are fighting tyranny and oppression

Refugees, and those providing help for them
• Victims of fires, floods, storms, and other disasters falling disproportionally on the poorest,

and all who seek to relieve and support them.
• For the unemployed and the homeless; for the needy and hungry, for the will and means to help them

For the unloved and those who have no one to pray for them;

For our leaders in the city, state, and nation: wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties

For peace, and for those who threaten it, turning the hearts of those who would harm others

For Peace on Earth, Goodwill to all
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12/2 - Marilyn Manatt
  Alexandra Steinback

12/5 - Dawn Willis

12/6 - Nick Macaluso
  Thomas Plummer

12/7 - Dan Whitfield

12/12 - Bryan Evans

12/16 - Jennifer Kelley-
Taylor

12/21 - Efren Noriega

12/22 - Marty Childress

12/23 - Kate McClelland
    Diane Henderson
    Mark Norman

12/26 - Ernie Meda

12/27 - Anne Crowder

12/29 - Lisa Huff
    Sissy Mayne

12/30 - Bob Armstrong

12/31 - Mark Kelley

The Altar Flowers Sign Up Book for 2023 is
available in the Narthex for you to select a Sun-
day when you would like to give the flow-
ers  During the week you can call    Teresa in
the office  and she can reserve a Sunday for
you. Cost  is $35.00 per arrangement.  Remind-
er cards will be sent about a month before your
date. We appreciate your support in enhancing
our  Sunday service with beautiful  flower ar-
rangements. -  St. Andrew's  Altar Guild

On Sunday, a plea went out in church to
help a parishioner who had suffered a

house fire.
By Monday afternoon, the needed funds

had been raised.
Thank you to the generous people of St.

Andrew’s

Wednesday Night Church Supper
Join us Wednesday evenings at 5 pm in the
Parish Hall for supper and fellowship.
For $5 per plate, you don’t have to cook!
Upcoming menus:

   12/7:   Loaded Baked Potato
   12/14:  Brisket & Fixin’s
 Break for Christmas-tide

Clean-up  crews  are  always
welcome,  since  the  cooks  have  to  hurry  to
Choir Practice, and if you’d like to make a des-
sert, please call Sissy Mayne to sign up.
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Around St. Andrew’s

FOUR PAWS PET PANTRY
Pet Food Distribution

Wednesday, December 21
3:30 to 5:30 at the 5th Street

Entrance
*******

Bagging starts at 2:30.
Please Come and Help!

Your gifts of pet food make it possible!
The pantry is BARE!

Please bring Dog (and Cat) Food to the Church
Office

Or you can make a monetary donation, payable to St.
Andrew’s, with “Pet Pantry” on the

memo line.
If you prefer you may order the Pet

food from
Chewy.com

     They deliver!!
Gallon Size Ziploc Bags also needed

Andy’s Breakfast!
Saturday, December 31, 2022

Andy’s Breakfast’s return to sit-
down service is a great success.
Wonderful to see guests and  vol-
unteers mingling in the Parish Hall.

We can always use help with the
clean up. Please call Greg Ander-
son to find out how you can help.  Or just show
up in the Parish Hall at 9:30 for clean-up crew.

Donations ALWAYS Needed !!!
Monetary donations are also welcome.

Be sure to note in the memo line:
Andy's Breakfast Supplies

Andy’s Place also tries to provide simple toiletry
items, and we are out of almost every-
thing. Please help with donations of sunscreen,
tooth brushes & small tooth paste, small deodor-
ant, razors, small shampoo & conditioner, hand
soap & sanitizer, facial tissue, and socks for men
& women.

With the days getting shorter, and the nights
colder, we’d like to have some warm gloves,
hats, coats and blankets available too.

There is a basket in the Narthex for these items
or you can drop them by the office.

To help in the kitchen, call Greg Anderson, 575-
420-1300. To help with the other distributions,
call Carol Anne Linson, 575-420-5814

Needle Arts Ministry
Needle Arts will meet on Tuesday, December 13th at 10:00
in the Parish Hall.
One of our projects is to make mini prayer quilts.  These can
be given or even mailed to anyone who needs a little lift.
Each quilt has a small cross attached, comes with a printed
prayer, and can fit in a pocket.  If you’d like one, for yourself
or to give a friend, call the office.
And of course, Needle Arts con-
tinues to take 6 flannel receiving
blankets and 6x tiny knitted hats
to the Maternity ward at each
hospital, every month.
  Debbi Smith keeps her eye out
for precious flannel, cuts it to
size and makes kits for finishing.
All we need to do is put a hem
around the edges.  Won’t you take a kit or three to finish?
(Love to shop in crafts stores?  If you see cute flannel in a
cute,   baby print, snap it up for Needle Art.  It only takes a
yard.)

Please Call Debbi Smith to help with this
ministry       623-8791

Daughters of the King

December 9th     10 am

Church Office

Holiday Lunch at Pasta Café at Noon.
All women of St Andrews are welcome.
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Nursery care is available during the Sun-
day  service!     The  room is  located  in  the
Education wing, off the Parish Hall, and all
children ages 6 and under are welcome.
Volunteers needed:
The Nursery needs helpers.  Kate McClelland
cannot always be there, and the number of chil-
dren is growing all the time.  Please call Kate, or
Candy McClelland if you would like to help with
the children on Sunday morning.

Children’s Choir is practicing eve-
ry Sunday, after the service and meet until 11:45
a.m We have 8 children so far, and there’s lots of
room for more.
They are preparing to sing in church on Decem-
ber 11th.
Open to ALL kids, age 4 to 5th grade, and they
don’t have to be members of St Andrew’s.
Bring your friends!

The Advent Festival is
BACK!

To be held in  the church on
Dec 11th, at 2:00 p.m. with
singers and musician from all
over.
There are costs involved: if
you would like to make a do-
nation, note “Advent Festival”
in the memo of your check to
St. Andrew’s.

Rehearsals are on-going every Monday night, in the
Parish Hall at 6:pm.  Afterward, some singers go, and
some stay and are joined by others, as they prepare
for the Roswell Symphony Orchestra’s Christmas
Concert, to be held December 18th at 2:30 pm.

Choir Practice is every Wednesday at 6:00 pm
Come for supper at 5:00.  Stay to Sing!

Angel Tree
Thank you to all who took an
angel off the tree.  You are
making Christmas special for
a child.   Please bring your
gifts, wrapped and with the
Angel tag attached to the church office no later
than Thursday, December 8th.

Women of St. Andrew’s
Pot Luck Christmas Party

Monday, December 12th
10 am in the Parish Hall

Bring Christmas to the Pets (a bag of
Cat or Dog Food for the Pet Pantry)

Pledge Forms have been mailed, and a good many
have been returned!  Thank you for returning your
estimates of giving, and for being intentional and
generous in giving for the work of our church.

If  you did  not  receive  a  form,  or  if  you need an-
other, call the church office.  If you have any
questions or concerns about giving, or about the
budget we are beginning to prepare, please call
Charmaine, and she’ll try to answer
them. 575-626-4715

Community Kitchen
Serving Lunch from 11:00 to 12:15

Monday through Friday
Sack Lunches on Saturdays and Sundays

If you are interested in helping out at the Community
Kitchen please call Judith White or Ronnie Whitaker
and let them know:       Judith 575-622-5064
Ronnie 575-622-3849
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“Let my people go!”
by Charles Currier

The  last  article  ended  with  Moses  reluctantly  return-
ing to Egypt to free the people of Israel. Moses, his
wife  Zipporah  and  at  least  one  son,  were  met  by  the
LORD. The text says the LORD, “sought to kill him.”
The “him” is not defined but Zipporah is so angry that
she cut the foreskin off her son and threw it at the feet
of Moses and said, “You are a husband of blood to
me.”  Looks  like  that  marriage  is  in  trouble.  The  son
who was circumcised is not named, but commentators
say it was Gershom and that the older son, Eliezer,
had already been circumcised.

Most commentators speculate that the LORD was an-
gry  with  Moses  for  not  circumcising  his  son,  as  was
commanded to Abraham, as evidence of the covenant
with the LORD (Gen. 17:9-14). The text does not say
there was an appearance of a person, rather a voice
that was obviously impressive, but not an occasion of
a Theophany or Christophany. Compare Genesis 3:8,
15:4-21, 18:1-33, 32:2-29. From the short passage, we
can infer that Zipporah was probably opposed to cir-
cumcising her son. It can also be inferred that Moses
is circumcised as well as Moses’ oldest son.

Why would the LORD call Moses to go to Egypt to
free the Israelites and then threaten to kill him, or his
son?  Commentators  suggest  it  is  because  Moses  was
to become the “Lawgiver” and it would be important
that he and his family should be examples of the
Abrahamic covenant established in Genesis 17:9-14.
In that passage, G-d  told  Abraham  that  a sign of the
covenant (giving the land of Caanan to Abraham’s
descendants), is circumcision. The importance of that
sign was that violation might result in death.

There is also the reference to the shedding of blood.
Throughout scriptures, the shedding of blood was a
prerequisite to the forgiveness of sin. The original
Abrahamic covenant itself (Genesis 15:1-21), in
which the LORD was the only party to pass through
the gauntlet, required that Abraham and his descend-
ants  believe  in  the  LORD.  The  penalty  for  violating
the  covenant  would  be  death.  But  it  was  the  LORD
who was the only party to pass through the gauntlet.
Even though the descendants of Abraham, the Israel-
ites, continually failed to believe in the LORD, the
penalty of death was not imposed on them but rather
on the only party to pass through the gauntlet. And it
was His blood which was shed for the forgiveness of
sin.

After the encounter with the LORD, we read that Aa-
ron was called by the LORD to meet with Moses on

the mountain (probably Mt. Sinai). There, Moses told
Aaron all that the LORD had told Moses and showed
Aaron  the  signs  e.g.,  rod  turning  to  a  snake.  From
there, they went to Egypt and met with the elders and
the people. Aaron spoke to the people and Moses
showed them the signs. The people being suitably im-
pressed, Aaron and Moses went to see Pharoah. They
told Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go, not permanently,
but for three days  to  sacrifice  to  the  LORD  to  avoid
pestilence from the LORD. Perhaps Moses added this
to impress on Pharaoh that the Hebrews would be in-
capacitated for a long time if not released. Moses did
not tell Pharoah about the risk Pharoah faced regard-
ing the death of Pharaoh’s first-born son, which the
LORD told Moses to say. Exodus 4:21-23. Pharoah
was not impressed. Apparently, the Hebrews were so
productive that Pharoah refused to let them go for
even three days. One humorous commentary noted
that  Moses  and  Aaron  started  out  with  all  the  elders,
but as they got closer to Pharaoh, the elders started to
drift away. When Moses and Aaron got to Pharaoh,
they were alone.

Pharaoh  not  only  refuses  Moses’  request  but,  in  an
effort to turn the people against Moses, ordered the
taskmasters to increase the burdens on the people. The
laborers had Hebrew foremen but the taskmasters
were Egyptians. The work was not completed. The
foremen were beaten, and they blamed Moses and Aa-
ron. Moses asked the LORD, why did you send me?
The  lesson  is,  we  can  be  angry  with  G-d and even
doubt His trustworthiness, but not His existence. G-d
tells Moses to wait and see what He will do. The cov-
enant made to Abraham, Isaac and Jocob will be ful-
filled.

In our next article, the LORD completes what He told
Moses He would do.
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From the Calendar of Saints...
St. Stephen

DEACON AND PROTOMARTYR (26 DEC)

All that we know about Stephen the Proto-
martyr (that is, the first martyr of the Chris-
tian Church) is found in chapters 6 and 7 of
the Book of Acts.

The early Christian congregations, like the
Jewish synagogues, had a program of assis-
tance for needy widows, and some of the
Greek-speaking Jews in the Jerusalem con-
gregation complained that their widows
were being neglected. The apostles replied:
"We cannot both preach and administer
financial matters. Choose seven men from
among yourselves, respected, Spirit-filled,
and of sound judgement, and let them be in
charge of the accounts, and we will devote
ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the
word." The people accordingly chose seven
men, including Stephen, and the apostles
laid their hands on them. They are tradi-
tionally considered to be the first deacons,
although the Scriptures do not use the word
to describe them. (The Scriptures do refer
to officials called deacons in the local con-
gregations, without being very specific
about their duties; and a century or more
later, we find the organized charities of each
local congregation in the hands of its dea-
cons.)

Stephen was an eloquent and fiery speaker,
and a provocative one. (Some readers have
speculated that some of his fellow Chris-
tians wanted to put him in charge of alms in
the hope that he would administer more
and talk less.) His blunt declarations that
the Temple service was no longer the means
by which penitent sinners should seek rec-
onciliation with God enraged the Temple
leaders, who caused him to be stoned to
death.

 As he died, he said,
"Lord, do not hold this
sin against them." One
of those who saw the
stoning and approved
of  it  was Saul  (or  Paul)
of  Tarsus,  who  took  an
active part in the
general persecution of

Christians that followed the death of
Stephen, but who was later led to become a
Christian himself.

We remember Stephen on December 26,
the day after Christmas. Hence the song:

Good King Wenceslas looked out
On the feast of Stephen,

describes an action of the king on the day
after Christmas Day. The tune used with
this song is older than the words and was
previously used with a hymn often sung on
the feasts of Stephen and other martyrs. It
begins:

Christian friends, your voices raise.
Wake the day with gladness.
God himself to joy and praise
turns our human sadness:
Joy that martyrs won their crown,
opened heaven's bright portal,
when they laid the mortal down
for the life immortal.

by James Kiefer

http://satucket.com/lectionary/Stephen.htm

The deadline for the January Word is
December 26th.

Send anything you would like to share to   Char-
maine Martin.

The Word
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In the Diocese …

Diocesan Convention

November 11-12
Our Delegates to Convention reported it was well-run, with voting
by phone.  There was a bit of a learning curve in using the elec-
tronic systems, but after some effort, things ran smoothly.

The entire Convention (except meals) was held in the  Cathedral,
which was beautiful, but the heat went out!

The Bishop spoke of his three main goals since becoming our
bishop three years ago:

Heal as a diocese

Place the diocese on a firm financial footing, which has
been a success, and

Reduce our carbon footprint.  He spoke of some specific
ideas for addressing this goal, and called for input from the whole diocese.

The high point of the Convention was the Eucharist Service, honoring Rev. Ted Howden, whose
feast day, December 11, has just been added
to the Episcopal Calendar of Saints.  The hom-
ily speaker shared stories from those who
knew Fr. Howden during his time as Chaplain
in the Philippines.

The retablo of Fr. Howden “Priest-Solder-
Martyr” was dedicated.

  (This retablo is the work of Br. Angel Roque, our
diocesan Youth and Young Adult Missioner.  The
small church in the background is St. Andrew’s.)

Mark your calendars

Feb 17-19th
Diocesan Youth Event:

Snow Slam

Church of the Holy Mount

Ruidoso
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Outreach Ministries Funds —  October 2022

Unused funds carry over from one year to the next. This doesn’t tell the whole story:  much of our outreach ministry is
moved forward by donated materials and ESPECIALLY by volunteer labors.  Thank you for supporting these ministries.

 Oct 2022 Oct Budget YTD YTD Budget

Ordinary Income:

   Plate Offerings $            915.01 $        250.00 $    3,437.76 $        2,500.00

   Current Pledges 10,647.5 12,500.00 104,245.48 124,946.00

   Pre-Paid Pledges 0.00 0.00 0.00

   Unpledged Contrib 1,162.00 2,920.00 17,623.00 29,160.00

   Special Offerings * 0.00 0.00 431.00 0.00

   Foundation Income 0.00 0.00 73,084.59 73,084.59

   Altar Flowers 70.00 100.00 1,085.00 1,000.00

    Other Income .00 167.00 1,297.39 1,666.00

Income—Total 12,794.51 15,937.00 201,204.22 232,356.69

   Payroll Expenses 11,633.28 13,134.24 110,051.69 128,880.37

   Other Expenses 7,062.99 10,110.00 103,491.90 111,236.00

Total Expenses 18,696.27 23,244.24 213,543.59 240,116.37

Net Ordinary Income $     (5,901.76) $      (7,307.24) (12,339.37) $    (7,759.78)

Income and Expense Report — October 2022

FUND Beginning
Balance

OCTOBER
DONATIONS

OCTOBER
EXPENDI-
TURES

Oct 31, 2022

FUND BALANCE

Andy’s Breakfast $   1,131.69 $     150.00 $     391.23 $            890.46

EfM Tuition 343.00 0.00 343.00

Needle Arts 2,687.96 500.00 179.46 2,687.96
Pet Pantry 5,505.68 7.09 329.60 5,183.17
Rector’s Outreach (Discretionary
Fund)

5,611.61 0.00 2,758.93 1,852.68

Starting Line 1,508.83 0.00 0.00 1,508.83
Altar Fund 1,246.44 0.00 0.00 1,246.44
Unspecified Mission and Out-
reach

8,299.52 67.00 15.00 8,351.52

Choir Fund 357.79 0.00 0.00 357.79
Children’s Choir 450.00 0.00 0.00 450.00
Youth Group 4,521.42 0.0 0.00 4,521.42
Scholarship Fund 9,165.00 0.00 0.00 9,165.00
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Saint Andrew’s Church
Where you are welcome!

Sunday Services
In-Person and Livestream

10 am
Coffee Hour and Advent study follows

in the Parish Hall

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL.
Persons in high-risk categories are encour-
aged to stay home and join us on Facebook,

live-stream or view it later

December 11th
2:00 pm

Advent Festival


